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rand, .the Bishop of Autun, was sent to England as the
representative of the new French Government to secure
either an alliance or a promise of neutrality; but though,
Pitt declined to commit the country to either, the repre-
sentative of Revolutionary France had been well received.
England might have been willing to recognise the French
Republic had a sound and permanent Government been
established and had not a war of aggression been started in
Europe.
But success against Austria and Prussia bred arrogance, "but resists
over-confidence and pugnacity in France. The battle of threat to the
Jernappes and the capture of Brussels had laid the whole Netherlands
of the Austrian Netherlands at the feet of the revolutionaries.
England's concern for the Netherlands had become traditional
and had been shared by Pitt even in the years of his peace
administration. He therefore solemnly warned Dumouriez
not to lay his hands on Holland. Dutch, republicans were
looking, as before, to France for assistance in their attack
on the Stadtholder, and England, in reply to an appeal by
the States-General, promised to assist William V. When,
therefore, the French, after their occupation of the Austrian
Netherlands, declared the Scheldt open to navigation, and
despatched warships by it to Antwerp, war with England
was almost certain. To the honest, conscientious Pitt, and
to the legal-minded English people of that time, this was
a dangerous attack on treaty rights: the French pleaded
the Laws of Nature, but the English were resolved to stand
by the Law of Nations. Pitt described the opening of the
Scheldt as an attempt to overthrow " the political system
of Europe, established by solemn treaties and guaranteed
by the consent of all the powers/' This question loomed
as large in 1792 as it had done in 1702, and as it was to
do in IQI4.1 The unscrupulousness of the Republic was
further illustrated by the Decree made in 1792, that all
territory occupied by the French armies should be subject
1 England then resisted the invasion of Belgium as a breach of the
guarantee of its neutrality by the Powers in the Treaty of London
of 1839. The Scheldt had been opened in 1863, but the possession
of the Netherlands by a hostile power is as important to England
in the twentieth century as it had been in the eighteenth.

